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The following list is a compilation of titles that students, faculty or librarians have recommended. The middle school/high school division is based on content more than reading level. Classics as well as more modern fiction and nonfiction titles are included

Middle School

Fiction
Heat by Mike Lupica
The White Mountains by John Christopher (first book in the Tripods Trilogy)

Call of the Wild by Jack London

Artemis Fowl Series by Eoin Colfer

Middle School Is Worse Than Meatloaf: A Year Told through Stuff by Jennifer Holm

Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen
Code Orange by Caroline B. Cooney

Alex Rider Series by Anthony Horowitz

Make Lemonade by Virginia Euwer Wolff
Bat 6 by Virginia Euwer Wolff
Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Witch Child by Celia Rees

The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper

Uglies series by Scott Westerfeld

City of Ember, People of Sparks by Jeanne Duprau

Kiki Strike series by Kirsten Miller

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

Bloody Jack series by L.A. Meyer

Twilight, Eclipse, and  New Moon by Stephenie Meyer

A Swift Pure Cry by Siobhan Dowd

The Hollow Kingdom, Close Kin, and  In the Coils of the Snake by Clare Dunkle

Savvy by Ingrid Law

Dramacon by Svetlana Chmakova 

Circle of Magic series by Tamora Pierce

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine

Airborn and Skybreaker by Kenneth Oppel

Coraline by Neil Gaiman

The Adventures of Blue Avenger by Norma Howe

Nonfiction

Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World by Jennifer Armstrong

Code Talker: A Novel about the Navajo Marines of World War II by Joseph Bruchac

Tell Them We Remember: The Story of the Holocaust by Susan Bachrach

10,000 Days of Thunder: A History of the Vietnam War by Philip Caputo

Phineas Gage: A Gruesome But True Story About Brain Science by John Fleischman

Promises to Keep: How Jackie Robinson Changed America by Sharon Robinson

Search for the Golden Moon Bear: Science and Adventure in the Asian Tropics by Sy Montgomery  

A Child Called It by David Pelzer

High School

Fiction

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

The Fountainhead, Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult

New Boy by Julian Houston
The First Part Last by Angela Johnson

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

The Arrival by Shaun Tan

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon
Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Death Be Not Proud by John Gunther

Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

Gossip Girl series by Cecily Von Ziegesar

Gingerbread by Rachel Cohn

Son of the Mob by Gordon Korman

Undercover by Beth Kephart

A Separate Peace by John Knowles
The Odd Sea by Frederick Reiken

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Spanking Shakespeare by Jake Wizner

A Curse as Dark as Gold by Elizabeth C. Bunce

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

A Great and Terrible Beauty by Libba Bray

Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdock

Boy Toy by Barry Lyga

The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl by Barry Lyga

Tyrell by Coe Booth

Freak Show by James St. James

Naomi & Ely by Levithan, Cohn

Someday this Pain will be Useful to You by Peter Cameron

Twilight, Eclipse, and New Moon by Stephenie Meyer

It’s Kind of a Funny Story by Ned Vizzine

Inexcusable by Chris Lynch

City of Bones by Cassandra Clare

Before I Die by Jenny Downham

How to be Popular by Meg Cabot

Beige by Cecil Castellucci

Twisted by Laurie Halse Anderson

Good Girls by Laura Ruby

Death Note by Tsugumi Ohba 

The Book of Lost Things by John Connolly

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card

The Life of Pi by Yan Martel

The Fellowship of the Ring, The Two Towers, and The Return of the King by J.R.R. Tolkien

Monster by Walter Dean Myers

A House of Spirits by Isabel Allende

Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut (or anything by him)

Abarat by Clive Barker

Neverwhere by Neil Gaiman

Nonfiction

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass
The Perfect Storm, Sebastian Junger

Muckrakers: How Ida Tarbell, Upton Sinclair, and Lincoln Steffens Helped Expose Scandal,

Inspire Reform, and Invent Investigative Journalism by Ann Bausum

Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood by Ibtisam Barakat

Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party by Ying Chang Compestine

Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama

Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
Isaac’s Storm: A Man, a Time, and the Deadliest Hurricane in History by Eric Larson

Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow by Susan Campbell Bartoletti

Let Me Play: the Story of Title IX, the Law that Changed the Future of Girls in America


by Karen Blumenthal 
Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America by Barbara Ehrenreich

Bringing Down the House by Ben Mezrich

Freedom Writer’s Diary

Grace After Midnight: A Memoir by Felicia Pearson and David Ritz
The Genie in the Bottle by Joseph Schwarcz

Odd Girl Out by Rachel Simmons

